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Thomas H. Stanwood was born 28 Aug 1835 in Salisbury Cove, Bar Harbor, Hancock County, Maine to Calvin and Betsy 

(McDermot) Stanwood.  He enlisted as a volunteer soldier in Company A, 1st Maine Heavy Artillery in Lincoln, Penobscot 

County, Maine on 21 July 1862, and was discharged 13 June 1865 at Philadelphia, Pennsylvania.  His claim for pension, 

#883,893, was filed 21 July 1890 and the original file is held at the National Archives and Records Administration in 

Washington, D.C.  Over the course of the following 21 years until his death in 1911, Thomas submitted many documents 

in an effort to obtain an increase in his monthly pension.   From these we learn Thomas was a typical Stanwood – fair in 

complexion with blue eyes, 5’ 8” in height and 165 lbs.  A lumberman, he stated his rheumatism began in 1878 due to 

“working in lumber woods and driving on rivers…for 16 or 17 years.” 

A brief timeline of Thomas’ life is included below, with selected images from his pension following, as photographed by 

John Bursley. 

28 August 1835 Birth at Salisbury Cove, Bar Harbor, Hancock, Maine 

1854 Marries Elisa Crocker 

July 1856 Son Henry E. Stanwood born 

1856 Divorces Elisa Crocker 

21 July 1862 Enlists in Company A,  1st Maine Heavy Artillery unit and serves alongside his brother, 
George F. Stanwood. 

25 June 1864 Death of brother, George F. Stanwood, who died as result of gunshot wounds received in 
battle on 19 May 1864. 

18 Sep 1864 Marries Betsy C. Richardson (likely his cousin, daughter of Nicholas and Hannah 
[Stanwood] Richardson, b. 1842) in Bangor, Penobscot, ME 

6 Dec 1866 Wife Betsy (Richardson) Stanwood purchases North half of Lot No. 32 from William B. 
Hayford in consideration of $50. 

5 Oct 1868 Sale of North of Half of Lot No. 32 (Woodville, ME) to Timothy Fuller in consideration of 
$65. 

1870 Son George F. Stanwood born 

1872 Son William H. H. Stanwood born 

4 July 1881 Mother Bridgit (McDermot) Stanwood dies and is buried at South Cemetery, Chester, 
Penobscot, ME. 

15 Sep 1884 Father Calvin Stanwood dies and is buried at South Cemetery, Chester, Penobscot, ME 

19 Nov 1888 Struck by train of cars and thrown off a bridge near Bruce’s Crossing, MI 

1888 Wife Betsy C. (Richardson) Stanwood dies 

24 July 1890 Residing at Trout Creek, Ontonagon, MI 

20 Jan 1892 Residing in North Woodville, Penobscot, ME; “stopping with friends” 

1 June 1894 Residing in North Woodville, Penobscot, ME 

13 Aug 1894 Admitted to the National Home for Disabled Volunteer Soldiers in Milwaukee, WI. 

19 Apr 1897 Transferred from the National Home for Disabled Volunteer Soldiers in Milwaukee, WI (NW 
Branch) to Togus (Eastern Branch) in Augusta, ME. 

2 May 1900 Transferred from the National Home for Disabled Volunteer Soldiers Eastern Branch in 
Augusta, Maine to the NW Branch in Milwaukee, WI. 

14 Oct 1900 Inquires about his previous request to increase his pension “so I can live outside of the 
homes in my old state of Maine where my people now reside.” 

18 Sep 1901 Physicians recommend increase in pension to $12/month; full amount apparently not 
granted 

6 Apr 1904 Pension of $8/month; physicians again recommend $12/month 

11 May 1908 Transferred back to the Eastern Branch of the National Home for Disabled Volunteer 
Soldiers in Augusta, ME; receiving pension of $15/month. 

13 Sep 1911 Dies at National  Home for Disabled Volunteer Soldiers in Augusta Maine of Cerebral 
Hemorrhage.  Monthly pension at time of death was $20. 
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